This is a work produced for the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) by the report producer. TxDOT and the report producer jointly own all rights, title, and interest in and to all intellectual property developed under TxDOT's contract with the report producer. The report may be cited and brief passages from this publication may be reproduced without permission provided that credit is given to both TxDOT and the report producer. Permission to reprint an entire chapter, section, figures or tables must be obtained in advance from either the Supervisor of the Archeological Studies Branch, Environmental Affairs Division, Texas Department of Transportation, 125 East 11th Street, Austin, Texas, 78701 or from the report producer. Specifically, the site will be tested to determine the depth of the cultural deposits and the limits of the site within the right-of-way. Cultural context and stratification of artifacts recovered will also be of prime concern.
Cultural features will be pursued to the extent that their nature and cultural affiliation can be determined. Artifacts and cultural debris will be recorded --in situ where possible. Documentation will consist of field notes, level reports, drawings, profiles, and photographic records.
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The p r o j e c t c o n s i s t s of f e d e r a l l y funded improvements t o SH 16 i n Medina County, involving t h e widening of t h e e x i s t i n g two-lane roadway t o f o u r l a n e s . The p r o j e c t begins a t Park Road 37 i n Medina County and extends 2.37 m i l e s t o t h e Medina County l i n e . The p r o j e c t i s i n a r u r a l s e t t i n g and involves expanding t h e width of t h e e x i s t i n g right-of-way from 80 t o 220 f t . I n t h e a r e a of 41ME29 th e highway right-of-way w i l l be widened approximately 100 f t .
SITE DESCRIPTION
Archaeological S i t e 4 1 M E 2 9 w as recorded by Wayne Young of t h e SDHPT c u l t u r a l r e s o u r c e s s t a f f i n October 1984 a s a r e s u l t of an a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s u r v e y of t h e SDHPT p r o j e c t on S t a t e Highway 16. The s i t e c o n t a i n s a s m a l l burned rock midden l o c a t e d n e a r t h e boundary of a l a r g e t e r r a c e on t h e west bank of San Geronimo Creek. The s i t e i s l o c a t e d a t t h e s o u t h e r n edge of t h e t e r r a c e where i t i n t e r s e c t s a h i g h r i d g e l i n e and s t a n d s about 3 meters above San
Geronimo Creek. The s i z e of t h e s i t e i s d i f f i c u l t t o determine a s c o l l u v i a l s l o p e wash h a s b u r i e d much of t h e burned rock midden and a d j a c e n t a r e a s of t h e s i t e ; b u t approximately 1 a c r e i s thought t o b e t h e e x t e n t of t h e s i t e a r e a , a s evidenced by v e r y s c a t t e r e d burned rock fragments. The s i t e a p p e a r s t o b e i n t a c t w i t h no obvious s i g n s of d i s t u r b a n c e s . The a r e a may have been plowed sometime i n t h e p a s t and t h i s i s expected t o b e t h e o n l y major impact t o have damaged t h e s i t e . T e s t i n g of t h e s i t e i s recommended t o determine s i z e , depth, c u l t u r a l a f f i l i at i o n s , and s i g n i f i c a n c e . Depth of t h e d e p o s i t s could n o t be determined from t h e s u r v e y , b u t t h e s o i l survey d a t a from t h e a r e a (Dittmar e t a l . 1977) sug-, g e s t t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of d e p t h s extending t o a meter beneath t h e p r e s e n t ground
s u r f ace.
TESTING PROCEDURES
Archaeological t e s t i n g w i l l c o n s i s t of hand-excavated u n i t s . Due t o t h e l i m i t e d s i z e of t h e new right-of-way, no fewer than t h r e e and no more than t e n t e s t u n i t s a r e a n t i c i p a t e d t o be necessary t o determine t h e s i gn i f i c a n c e of t h e p o r t i o n s of t h e s i t e w i t h i n t h e p r o j e c t l i m i t s . These u n i t s w i l l be excavated i n 10 cm l e v e l s from ground s u r f a c e t o s t e r i l e d e p o s i t s .
Horizontal c o n t r o l w i l l be maintained by u t i l i z i n g t h e SDHPT p r o j e c t c e n t e rl i n e , a known l i n e of e x a c t l e g a l d e c l i n a t i o n . V e r t i c a l c o n t r o l w i l l be maintained i n r e l a t i o n t o p r e s e n t ground s u r f a c e of each t e s t u n i t . Matrix excavated from a l l t e s t u n i t s w i l l be passed through .25 i n . mesh hardware c l o t h , w i t h a l l recovered a r t i f a c t s and c u l t u r a l d e b r i s being r e t a i n e d f o r a n a l y s i s . Recovered m a t e r i a l s w i l l be bagged and l a b e l e d according t o provenience and w i l l be removed from t h e s i t e t o t h e SDHPT Archaeology Laborat o r y f o r temporary c u r a t i o n . Horizontal placement of u n i t s w i l l be based on s u r f a c e o b s e r v a t i o n s . Most u n i t s w i l l be placed o u t s i d e t h e burned rock midden i n a n e f f o r t t o l o c a t e a c t i v i t y a r e a s a d j a c e n t t o t h e midden. Upon completion of t h e t e s t i n g , a r e p o r t d e t a i l i n g t h e r e s u l t s w i l l be prepared with a p p r o p r i a t e maps, p r o f i l e s , and photographs. A d d i t i o n a l recommendations w i l l be made a t t h a t time, a s w e l l a s determination of e l i g i b i l i t y f o r i nc l u s i o n w i t h i n t h e National R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c P l a c e s .
RESOURCE POTENTIAL
Based on t h e 1984 survey of S i t e 4 1 M E 2 9 v e r y l i t t l e i s known about t h e s i t e , a s i d e from t h e f a c t t h a t i t c o n t a i n s a burned rock midden.
Only two f l i n t c h i p s w e r e observed on t h e s u r f a c e and no d i a g n o s t i c a r t i f a c t s w e r e r e c o v e r e d . The s i t e a p p a r e n t l y h a s p o t e n t i a l t o c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e C e n t r a l Texas Archaic Study Unit (Brown e t a l .
1982). The s i t e l i e s w i t h i n t h e C e n t r a l Texas Archaic Study Unit
and t h e occurence of t h e burned rock midden would s u g g e s t Archaic a f f i l i a t i o n s . The s o u t h e r n C o a s t a l Texas Archaic Study Unit may a l s o be r e f l e c t e d i n t h e s i t e .
A t p r e s e n t , i t i s u n c e r t a i n i f S i t e 4 1 M E 2 9 w o uld y i e l d i n f o r m a t i o n r e l a t i v e t o t h e L a t e P r e h i s t o r i c o r H i s t o r i c Study U n i t s .
